JEUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE 



'Patent Abstracts of Japan 



PUBLICATION NUMBER 
PUBLICATION DATE 

APPLICATION DATE 
APPLICATION NUMBER 



62262377 
14-11-87 

06-05-86 
61103541 



APPLICANT : SANYO ELECTRIC CO LTD; 
INVENTOR : SAITO MUTSUYA; 



INT.CL. 



TITLE 



: H01M 8/24 



: FUEL CELL HOUSING CONTAINER 





ABSTRACT ■ PURPOSE: To make it unnecessary to remove the piping of leading pipes when the cover 

of the container is taken away, and to make it possible to exhaust rapidly hydrogen gas 
liable to accumulate at the top of the container, by opening a leading-in pipe and a 
leading-out pipe for an inert gas, both penetrating the base of the container, at the upper 
part and at the lower part in the cover respectively. 

CONSTITUTION: A housing container 1 of a cell 6 consists of a base 2, and a cover 3 
installed airtight to the base 2. A leading-in pipe 4 and a leading-out pipe 5 for an inert gas 
are furnished penetrating the base. The leading-in pipe 4 is opened at the lower part in the 
cover 3, while the leading-out pipe 5 is extended along the inner wall of the cover 3, and 
its bent end 5' is opened near the top in the cover 3. The pipes 4 and 5 have a feeding 
control valve 7 and a pressure control valve 8 respectively, and the inner pressure of the 
container 1 is kept at a set pressure by controlling the both valves 7 and 8. Since the 
hydrogen gas leaked from the cell 6 is very light, it accumulates at the top of the container 
1 but, since it is sucked rapidly, together with the inert gas, from the bent end opening of 
the extended leading-out pipe 5 and exhausted outwards, it is never mixed with the air 
leaked from the cell 6, and a fear of explosion is prevented. 
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